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• Geographical  Eligibility 
for Structural Funds 
Support 2007-2013

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employment '

Convergence objective
(Regions > 75% in EU25)

Geographical  Eligibility 
for Structural Funds 
Support 2007-2013

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employment'
Phasing-in regions, 
"naturally" above 75%
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But…
• Low productivity levels generated by the region’s business base 

and under-representation of knowledge intensive growth sectors
• Low levels of exporting and concentration in small number of 

sectors and companies
• Peripherality of the west of the region and structural bias towards 

low value added and seasonal economic activity, coupled with 
other rural isolation elsewhere in the region

• Concentrated areas of deprivation (notably Bristol, Torbay and 
Plymouth) and economic and social exclusion

• Basic skills issues in terms of numeracy and ICT
• A large number of very small businesses
• Concentration of R&D in a small number of large businesses in 

aerospace and defence and communication technologies 
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Context and background

Convergence

Strategy and Action

Regional and
National 

Community 
Strategic 
Guidelines

Four funds: Six programmes
•• European Regional Development FundEuropean Regional Development Fund : : 

Convergence Convergence and and CompetitivenessCompetitiveness; ; 
•• Territorial CooperationTerritorial Cooperation
•• European Social Fund:European Social Fund: National National 

Employment and Skills ProgrammeEmployment and Skills Programme (ring (ring 
fenced money for Cornwall and Isles of fenced money for Cornwall and Isles of 
Scilly)Scilly)

•• European Agricultural Fund for Rural European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
DevelopmentDevelopment : : Rural Development Rural Development 
Programme EnglandProgramme England

•• European Fisheries FundEuropean Fisheries Fund : : Fisheries Fisheries 
programmeprogramme
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Convergence and 
Competitiveness:
Cross Cutting Themes
Equal Opportunity and DiversityEqual Opportunity and Diversity

EnvironmentEnvironment

Low Carbon EconomyLow Carbon Economy

Cornwall and IoS:
Convergence
Programme Objective
To establish the momentumTo establish the momentum
of of transforming the economytransforming the economy toto
a a high value added economyhigh value added economy wherewhere
knowledge, environmentknowledge, environment
and quality of life underpinand quality of life underpin
sustainable economic growthsustainable economic growth

Linked to local economic strategy Linked to local economic strategy –– ““Strategy and ActionStrategy and Action””
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Objective delivered by:

Investing in Investing in --

•• Innovation and research and development Innovation and research and development 

•• Enterprise and InvestmentEnterprise and Investment

•• Transformational InfrastructureTransformational Infrastructure

•• Unlocking the Economic Potential of PlaceUnlocking the Economic Potential of Place

Available to invest – c€670m total

Delivery: Role of RDA

•• Strategically manage ERDF on behalf Strategically manage ERDF on behalf 
of partnersof partners

•• Influence ESFInfluence ESF

•• With partners, commission activitiesWith partners, commission activities

•• Deliver some projectsDeliver some projects

•• Match fund ERDFMatch fund ERDF
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Pre Commissioning Phase

• May involve wider group of    
people to scope project
• Scoping
• Identify development resources   

required
• Learn from best practice

Endorsement

Commissioning and Procurement

• Smaller (non-conflicted) group to undertake 

Commissioning / Procurement involving key 
agencies
• Develop detailed Project spec
• Commission any supportive research etc

• Establish appropriate process following 
appraisal and endorsement

Project Development and 
Delivery

Appraisal

Peer Review

• Provide external expertise
• Validate approach
• Include private sector to test 
approach

Commissioning

Agrees Selection Criteria

Set up appropriate advisory groups

Set up by PMC to 
Recommend approval

Commissions activity
Identifies commissioning leads

Drawn from a number of organisations to 
develop project ideas from Operational 

Programme and approach to development
e.g. tendering strategic investment 

framework

Tests approach 
Informs appraisals

Appraisal Offer Letter

Endorses or rejects
Based on appraisal and 
informed by secretariat

Claims Monitoring Evaluation

Checks approach

Reviews work

Informs future Commissioning

Reported back to PMC

PMC

Endorsement 
Advisory Group

Partnership 
Delivery Board

Commissioning Commissioning 
TeamsTeams

Peer Review Peer Review 
where where 
appropriateappropriate
Experts and potential 
service users –
testing approach

Intermediate 
Body
Secretariat
Finance
Monitoring

Reviews progress towards 
delivery and revises criteria 

as appropriate

Reviews pre-commissioning 
options against selection 

criteria
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Thank you for your attention

Contact

www.southwestrda.org.uk

phil.mcvey@southwestrda.org.uk


